Function and heterogeneity of fish lectins.
Lectins are primordial molecules with multiple known functions. They have been known to exist in fish and other animals for decades and were initially identified as (hem)agglutinins. Demonstration of the importance of vertebrate lectins in innate immunity is a recent effort and is still largely unrealised for fish. This mini-review will tabulate those fish lectins identified since the last major review. In addition, particular lectins for which either functional relevance or functional or structural heterogeneity has been demonstrated are discussed in greater detail.